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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

OkFQHR Members: 

The Awards Banquet was fantastic.  My 
special thanks to LaDee Homm, Bob Bowen, 
Kristin Frazier, Heather Kuhlman, Victoria 
Bowen, Stephanie Bowen, Sherry Jackson, 
Mindy Costello, Rick Huffstutlar, Lisa Anderson 
and Kelli Thedford for all their hard work in 
making this banquet very special.  Thanks to 
Billy Odell for donating the round bale feeder for 
the youth.  The slide shows were a real treat for 
everyone and now we are so spoiled aren't we?  
A very special Thank You to everyone who was 
there for the standing ovation in my honor, it 
touched my heart. 

Now we are ready for the 2009 show 
season.  It is time to get the horses and their 
riders in shape and tuned to perfection.  To help 
us do that we are offering several clinics this 
year.  The details are in this newsletter and of 
course on the website.  I encourage you to take 
advantage of our inexpensive clinics to improve 
your horsemanship and your skills. 

I want to extend a big welcome to all the 
new members that are planning on showing with 
us this year.  I hope you enjoy it as much as we 
do. 

Marilyn Duncan 
OkFQHR President 

 
Youth News!      

 
Youth Essay Foal 

  Once again 
this year Bret & Ninya 
Mulder will be awarding a 
Super Stakes eligible foal 
to the winning youth.  To 
enter the contest for the 
Mulder foal you must fill out 
an application and write a 
short essay.  Find out more 
details at the youth 

meetings or ask Bret at the shows. 

Youth Meetings 
 The Youth Meetings will be held on 
Sunday of each show during the In-Hand Trail 
classes in the concession area. 

 
Youth Foal Raffle 

 The Oklahoma 
Foundation Quarter Horse 
Registry Youth Group will be 
selling raffle tickets on a 
2009 foal sired by Mi Luz De 
Estrella and donated by 
Carrie English.  Mi Luz De 
Estrella is owned and shown 
by Carrie English of Pauls 
Valley.  "Lightning" has been 
shown in cutting, western pleasure, trail, halter, 
barrels & poles as well as being used for ranch 
work, parades, rodeos and trail rides.  Lightning 
is sired by Starlights Joy by Grays Starlight by 
Peppy San Badger with lineage to Colonel 
Freckles on the bottom side. 
 The tickets will be $5 each and the foal 
will be given away at noon on Saturday 
September 4, 2009.  The foal is Super Stakes 
eligible and should the winner wish to show in 
the Super Stakes classes the youth will pay the 
$100 nomination fee and the first entry fee of 
$50 along with the $5 office fee to show in 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 

Show Date Change 
The Heart of Oklahoma Exposition 

Center accidentally double booked our 
September show dates.  They asked us to 
move to Labor Day weekend, September 5th & 
6th, and offered a 50% discount on the facility 
rental.  We accepted as not only do we get a 
huge discount but also it moves us off the R & 
R weekend.  It also allows you a holiday 
Monday to return home unhurried. 
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Clinic Corner 

Handy Ranch Clinic 
 OkFQHR will be sponsoring a Handy 
Ranch Clinic on April 11 from 10 am to 4 pm at 
Bridlewood Equestrian Arena located at 5300 N 
Air Depot Blvd in Oklahoma City.  This clinic will 
feature clinicians Nacona and Neesa Smith.  
There will be obstacles such as a trailer, log 
drag, etc. The cost will be $25, which includes 
lunch. Negative Coggins required.  OkFQHR 
membership required but may be purchased at 
the clinic. For directions or more information 
about the facility call the Arena @ 405-771-3606 
or Elizabeth Lee @ 405-213-9772.  You may 
visit their website www.bridlewoodok.com.  
 

Roping 101 Clinic 
 Our favorite clinicians Neesa and Nacona 
Smith have agreed to help us with our roping 
skills.  We will be having a Roping 101 clinic on 
Friday evening April 24.  Everyone needs to 
come on foot with his or her own rope and 
dummy (not your spouse or child) to the cutting 
pen at the Expo Center.  You may bring a cone 
or any item you can target to rope.  (Iôm bringing 
my ladder.)  We will learn and practice our roping 
technique.  Clinic starts at 6:00 pm.  OkFQHR 
membership required. 
 
 
2009 Super Stakes Classes    
 The Super Stakes classes this year will be 
held on Friday, October 16, time to be 
announced.  This will be in the main arena.  We 
will have more details in the next newsletter.   
 
2009 General Membership Meeting   
 The 2009 General Meeting and elections 
will be held on Friday September 4 in the 
concession area at the Heart of Oklahoma Expo 
Center in Shawnee.  The meeting will start at 
7:30 pm.  New officers and directors will be 
asked to attend the board meeting in October but 
will not take office until January 1, 2010. 

 
 
 

Volunteer Coordinator ï What Is That?  
Being new to OkFQHR we were 

interested in finding ways to help out at the 
shows.  While discussing this with Billy Odell it 
was suggested that the club have a Volunteer 
Coordinator at each show.  The next thing we 
know Billy is calling to ask if we are interested in 
being the Volunteer Coordinators.  We figured 
what better way to get involved and meet more 
horse people!  So here we are. 

This is our understanding of what the 
Volunteer Coordinator will be doing. We will be 
responsible for making sure that certain positions 
have an available person ready to help out with 
that event.  Some events may require more than 
one helper.  If for some reason the scheduled 
volunteer becomes unavailable they can report 
their situation to the Volunteer Coordinator who 
will then move to the next person on the list.  By 
having an identified person to coordinate all of 
the volunteers we should be able to make sure 
we have plenty of help to keep the show running 
smoothly. 

Following is a list of some of the available 
volunteer opportunities: 
 
1. Gate person for cutting. 
2. Timer for cutting 
3. Set-up and pick-up of Western Riding props 
4. Handy Ranch obstacle spotters ï each class 
5. In-Hand Trail obstacle spotters ï each class 
6. Speed Event timer 
7. Sorting timer 
 

If you are interested in helping with any of 
these listed opportunities or if you have any 
questions about what the position involves 
please feel free to contact us at 405-997-8286 or 
e-mail us at virgilmiddleton@peoplepc.com. 
  

We look forward to meeting more club 
members this year and working with all of you to 
make this a great year for OkFQHR! 
 
Thank you, 
Virgil and Angie Middleton 
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Itôs The Economy              
 How many times have we heard that statement lately? And itôs true ï the state of the economy 
is affecting many parts of our lives these days. And this club is no exception. Our operating costs 
have risen so the directors found it necessary to increase some of the show fees. We kept the 
increases to a minimum while still maintaining the fiscal feasibility of the club. 
 In 2009, the stall fee will be $30 per weekend, the entry fees will be $15 per class and the 
youth ride-all-weekend fee will be $45. With this increase in the youth fee comes the opportunity to 
receive a total of three Champion year-end awards, if they are won. 
 We DID NOT raise membership fees, office charges, cattle charges, hook-up fees ï these all 
remain at the 2008 levels and we will still sell shavings at the market price. 
 And for those of you who stay at the Cinderella Inn, they have lowered their rates by $5 per 
night for our show participants. Maybe things are looking up!

 
Fundraiser Auction             

 Rusty Gables Guest Lodge & Gallery has once again donated two 
one-night stays at their great facility.  The stays will be auctioned off on 
our website www.okfqhr.com.  The auction will run from March 15th until 
May 15th. 
             Rusty Gables Guest Lodge & Gallery is conveniently located off I-
35 & NE 50th St in rural Oklahoma City. But donôt be fooled, the secluded 
30-acre ranch is just 5 minutes from ñDowntown OKCôs Bricktownò area 
and one minute from ñOKCôs Adventure Districtò. The guest 

accommodations feature 700 sq. ft. luxury suites with their own private entrances, king size beds, in-
room fireplaces, TV with satellite/DVD, in-room stocked mini refrigerator, Jacuzzi tubs with separate 
shower, luxurious linens & bathrobes. Other amenities available on request include in-suite 
professional spa services & guided horseback trail rides of the property. You can choose from our 
ñEmerald Glen Suiteò a rustic yet upscale lodge/rock/native American theme or our ñWestern Sunset 
Suiteò a 1940ôs buckaroo western theme. Whichever suite you choose, a perfect nightsô sleep is 
guaranteed! The next morning you will awaken to the smells of a hearty home-style breakfast, 
awaiting your enjoyment in the Great Room Gallery. While in the gallery, donôt miss the talents of 
some of Oklahomaôs best western & southwestern artists, whose original works of art are on exhibit & 
for sale. All the proceeds of the auction go to OkFQHR. So, donôt miss out on a chance to surprise a 
loved one or give a gift to someone special, plus the added gift of supporting our great OkFQHR 
affiliate. You may call Rusty Gables at  405-424-1015 or visit their website www.rustygablesbb.com.

Sign Up for the E-Newsletter            
Once again we are going to offer an electronic version of the newsletter as an option to our 

membership. If you sign up for this option, you will receive your copy in your e-mail inbox, in PDF 
format, the same day it is sent to the printers. (Everyone else will receive it up to five days later!) You 
can read it online or print it yourself to read it the ñold fashionedò way. To sign up for this option, send 
an e-mail from the address you want to receive it at to running_a@fullnet.net. As postage and printing 
costs increase, signing up for the electronic version will help your club conserve its financial 
resources and use them more effectively to serve the membership. Of course, if you prefer receiving 
your newsletter via ñsnail-mailò, no action is needed. You will continue to receive your newsletter as 
long as your membership is current. If you signed up for the e-version last year, you will continue to 
receive it that way, just make sure we have a current e-mail address. 
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2009 Awards Program             
 This year the average number of entries in each class will determine the awards.  The average 
will be calculated on the entries in each class over the four shows.  The awards will be as follows: 
 

Average Entries 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 4th Place 

3 & under Reserve Award    

4 - 7 Buckle (Champion Award)    

8 - 11 Buckle (Champion Award) Reserve Award   

12 - 15 Buckle (Champion Award) Reserve Award 3rd Place Award  

16 & over Buckle (Champion Award) Reserve Award 3rd Place Award 4th Place Award 

 

 We feel that this formula will keep our awards budget in-line with the participation and income 
of each class.  This is for the class awards only.  Get of Sire and Produce of Dam will receive a 
plaque as they only show once a year.  Additional awards will be: 

 Open Versatility, Amateur Versatility, Senior Youth Versatility, & Junior Youth Versatility 
Champions and Reserves 

 Open High Point, Amateur High Point, Novice High Point, Senior Youth High Point, & Junior 
Youth High Point Champions and Reserves 

 Open Category Champions and Reserves in the Cow, Speed, Ranch, & Show Categories 

 Amateur Category Champions and Reserves in the Cow, Speed, Ranch, & Show Categories 

 Senior Youth Category Champions and Reserves in the Cow, Speed, Ranch, & Show 
Categories 

 Junior Youth Category Champions and Reserves in the Speed, Ranch, & Show Categories 
 
And The Survey Says é             

As you know, we conducted a survey of the membership (the third since 2005) earlier this year 
and we want to share the results with you. This article concerns the part of the survey that had to do 
with shows. The results of the survey concerning the Stallion Service Auction and Super Stakes will 
be summarized in a future issue of the newsletter. 

We mailed a total of 221 surveys and 46 completed surveys were returned for a response rate 
of 21 percent. 

A majority (54 percent) of the respondents showed in at least three shows in 2008 and 78 
percent of respondents said they would return to show in 2009. Sixty-seven percent of respondents 
showed in an average of at least three classes in 2008. 

The membership was asked what they would like to see on Friday nights before shows in 
2009. The participation weighted results showed that 42 percent want clinics, 26 percent want current 
classes, 16 percent want an open arena, 5 percent want jackpots and there was no response for that 
question from 11 percent of the survey respondents. 

Concerning show fees, the majority of the respondents indicated that the most they want to 
pay for entry fees is $15, the most they want to pay for office fees is $10, the most they want to pay 
for stalls is $25 and the most they want to pay for cattle charges is $40 for the first class and $10 for 
subsequent classes. 

Many positive comments were received about the club and shows, for example: "I've really 
enjoyed this group."; "I like the shows just the way they are."; "Our shows are very good."; "We have 
a great club."; and "It is working great now, so don't make huge changes to anything."  

There were some comments on the state of the economy and the necessity for the officers and 
directors to consider this when discussing fee increases. One person commented, "The economy will 
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necessitate an increase in some fees." And another said, " Please keep the fees as low as possible 
while ensuring OkFQHRôs shows stay the best." 

There were several comments regarding the scheduling of the Round-Up and Review and 
asking us to ensure that the conflict doesn't happen anymore. There were some other comments that 
addressed FQHR issues and policies; those that an affiliate doesn't have say over such as quality of 
judges, possibility of payback and criteria for certain classes. 

One comment addressed a procedural issue that occurred at a show. The officers and 
directors discussed this situation and have implemented a plan that will keep it from happening again. 
We appreciate this situation being brought to our attention. 

Thanks to all who took time to complete a survey - we appreciate your input. But please 
remember that a survey is a way to gather information - it is not a vote. Please know that your officers 
and directors are always interested in your ideas, whether they are asked for formally (as in a survey) 
or informally presented in a conversation.  
 
News From FQHR              

New Reining Patterns 
The FQHR has posted corrected reining patterns. You may print a copy by going to their website 
www.fqhrregistry.com or send me an email @ marilynd@profab.com and I will send you the file. 
There will be a limited number of copies at the show.  These new patterns are mostly just correcting 
the wording of the existing patterns. 

 
New Rulebook 

The FQHR is in the process of updating the rulebook.  They are trying to clarify some of the gray 
areas that can be interpreted differently at times.  They have not issued a release date but one of 
changes that will be included will be that in Ranch Cutting the exhibitor will be required to close a gate 
after penning the cow effective immediately and it will be a judged obstacle of the event.  We never 
have set up the gate for time reasons but the gate will be a mandatory obstacle in the Ranch Cutting.  
You will need to make allowance to shut the gate before your time limit runs out.   

 
Team Timed Events 

 Some of you may have heard that the OkFQHR Board passed a ruling that Team Sorting and 
Two-Man Feedlot Sorting was going to be judged under the General Rules of Performance Classes 
and General Rules of Equipment.  This is one of the gray areas in the current rulebook as it is listed 
as a timed event not a speed event.  The main issue here was being able to ride aged horses with a 
snaffle and use two hands to guide.   We have had some judges allow it and some did not.  Well, they 
did pass that ruling but then we were informed that the new rulebook would classify Team Sorting and 
Two-Man Feedlot Sorting as speed events for the purpose of determining the rules of allowable 
equipment and will not be judged on technique.  Therefore, you will be allowed to use two hands with 
any bit on any horse regardless of age.  As far as I have been told the categories will not change. 
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OkFQHR Rulebook Suggestions           
 We submitted a couple of additional changes to the current rulebook but have not been given 
the results of the requests.  The requests were: 

1. To clarify in Working Ranch Horse that the last maneuver of roping and stopping the 
cow be judged in two parts - Tracking and Rating for 0-10 pts and Roping and Stopping 
for 0-5 pts. 

2. To clarify in Handy Ranch Horse that executing an obstacle incorrectly as specified on 
the course is a 0 score not a disqualification.  To educate and specify the difference 
between executing an obstacle incorrectly and being off course, which is doing the 
obstacles out of course design sequence. 

 

Order Your Laminated Numbers for 2009          
The OkFQHR Youth Group is selling laminated numbers as a fund-raiser and as a service to our 
members. For only $10 you will receive a set of two numbers of your choice (range: 1 ï 999) that you 
can use throughout the entire show season. Please note the following points: 

 Numbers are assigned per horse/exhibitor combination; therefore a separate number will need to 
be purchased for each combination. Once a number is assigned to a horse/exhibitor combination 
it cannot be changed during the year.  

 You must specify the number you want. Please give two choices.  
 If the horse is five years old and younger, the number will be printed on yellow paper.  
 Numbers are valid for all 2009 OkFQHR shows.  
 Numbers are good for one show season only. If you purchased a number last year, you must 

purchase it again this year.  
 People who purchased numbers in 2008 will have until April 1 to order the same number this year. 

On April 1 all numbers that are not purchased will be available on a first-come basis. 

To purchase a number, contact Lisa Anderson at running_a@fullnet.net or (405) 659-0931 (leave 
message). Provide the following information: 

 Exhibitorôs Name  
 Horseôs Registered Name  
 Is the horse five or under?    
 What number do you want? (two choices)  
 Contact e-mail or phone number.  
 Name of Youth Member you want to get credit for this sale  
 Did you have this number last year?  
 If so, do you need a new copy? (Horses who were five years old in 2008 must get new numbers 

in 2009.) 

No numbers will be mailed.  

All requests must be made by April 17 to receive your numbers at the April show. 
 

You will pay for your numbers when they are delivered to you at the show. Lisa Anderson will collect 
payment. Do not pay in the show office. 

 
Thank you for your support of the OkFQHR Youth Group! 
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Show Dates Online Pre-entry Opens Stall Deadline Pre-Entry Deadline 
April 25-26, 2009 April 6, 2009 April 10, 2009 April 21, 2009 
June 5-6, 2009 May 18, 2009 May 29, 2009 June 9, 2009 
September 5-6, 2009 August 10, 2009 August 21, 2009 September 1, 2009 
October 16-18, 2009 September 21, 2009 October 2, 2009 October 13, 2009 

 

 

REMINDER: The stall reservation deadline for 
the first show is APRIL 10! See the enclosed 

showbill for details. 
 

 

You may renew your membership for 2009 by filling out this form and mailing it to Kelli as stated: 

2009 Membership Form 
Membership runs from January 1st through December 31st 

New:Ä  Renewal:Ä       Individual ($20.00):Ä   Family ($25.00):Ä 

 
Name:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________________________________ State:___________ Zip:  ___________ 

Phone:__________________________________ E-Mail:_________________________________________ 

Additional Family Members:_________________________________________________________________ 

Do you want your name/address listed in our OkFQHR membership directory? Ä Yes Ä No 

Release of Liability :  I do hereby release the Oklahoma Foundation Quarter Horse Registry from any liability due to accidents, death, 
illness, or injury, to myself, my family or my horse(s). Membership will not be accepted without a signature. A parent or guardian must 
sign for youth members. 

 Signature ________________________________________________________   Date ___________________________  

Please mail to: 
Kelli Thedford  1725 E. Wheat Capital Rd. 

Enid, OK  73701 
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OUR PURPOSE: To preserve, protect and perpetuate the working cow horse bloodlines of the Foundation Quarter Horse; 
to support and conduct educational or informational activities that increase public awareness of the Foundation Quarter 
Horse and its historic bloodlines; and to promote and stimulate interest in Foundation Quarter Horse shows for horses 
registered with the Foundation Quarter Horse Registry. 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

PLATINUM  
Over $500 

Platinum Sponsors receive the following: sponsor the class of your choice (as available), full page ad in the 
Year-End Awards Banquet program, ad in the membership directory, mentioned in OkFQHR newsletters (6 
issues), featured on OkFQHR website (with link to your website if desired), 3' x 5' two-color banner to be 
displayed at all shows (initial banner at OkFQHR expense additional banners will be at sponsor's expense), 
mentioned by announcer at all shows, four complimentary tickets to Year-End Awards Banquet to present your 
class award.  Sponsor must provide "camera ready" ad copy and logo.  Initial sponsorship will earn a one-time 
logo jacket.  

 
GOLD  
$500 

 
Gold Sponsors receive the following: sponsor the class of your choice (as available), half page ad in the Year-
End Awards Banquet program, ad in the membership directory, mentioned in OkFQHR newsletters (6 issues), 
featured on OkFQHR website (with link to your website if desired), 3' x 5' two-color banner to be displayed at all 
shows (initial banner at OkFQHR expense additional banners will be at sponsor's expense), mentioned by 
announcer at all shows, four complimentary tickets to the Year-End Awards Banquet to present your class 
award. Sponsor must provide "camera ready" ad copy and logo. 

 
SILVER 
$250 

 
Silver Sponsors receive the following: sponsor the class of your choice (as available), quarter page ad in the 
Year-End Awards Banquet program, ad in the membership directory, mentioned in OkFQHR newsletters (6 
issues), featured on OkFQHR website (with link to your website if desired), 3' x 5' two-color banner to be 
displayed at all shows (initial banner at OkFQHR expense additional banners will be at sponsor's expense), 
mentioned by announcer at all shows and two complimentary tickets to the Year-End Awards Banquet to 
present your class award.  Sponsor must provide "camera ready" ad copy and logo. 

 
BRONZE 
$125 

 
Bronze Sponsors receive the following: sponsor the class of your choice (as available), quarter page ad in the 
Year-End Awards Banquet program, listing in OkFQHR newsletters (6 issues), featured on OkFQHR website 
(with link to your website if desired), mentioned by announcer at all shows and two complimentary tickets to the 
Year-End Awards Banquet to present your class award. Sponsor must provide "camera ready" ad copy and 
logo. 

 
COPPER  
$50  

 
Copper Sponsors receive the following: listing in OkFQHR newsletters (6 issues), featured on OkFQHR 
website (with link to your website if desired) and mentioned by announcer at all shows. Sponsor must provide 
"camera ready" ad copy and logo. 

  
OTHER        

 
Sponsorship levels below $50 receive a listing in Year-end Awards Banquet program. 

RECEIPT (Tax Deductible as an Advertising Business Expense) 
Oklahoma Foundation Quarter Horse Registry (OkFQHR) 

(To be completed by OkFQHR member and returned to sponsor.) 

Name of Company/Person:  _________________________________________ Date of Donation ___________ 

Amount of Contribution:  ___________Received by (OkFQHR Member):  _______________                 ________ 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OkFQHR 

 Cut Here  - "  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - Cut Here  

Mail the check and this part of the form to:  OkFQHR, 1725 E. Wheat Capital Rd., Enid, OK  73701 

Name of Company: _______________________ _ Contact Person:  ________________________________ ___ 

Address:  ___________________City:  __________ __ State:  _______ Zip:  ________ Phone: ______________  

Date of Donation ____________ Class Sponsored:  _______________                 __________________          __                         

Circle Sponsorship Level: Platinum   Gold Silver    Bronze   Copper    Other ________    Merchandise _______ 
              (Monetary Value)                     (Monetary Value) 
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